
Welcome to Lexia Reading Core 

Lexia Reading Core5™ is a technology-based reading program that provides explicit and in-depth instruction on six 
areas of reading from New Entrant to Year 6 skill sets. 

Core5 provides a truly adaptive and personalised learning experience that enables students of all abilities to 
advance their reading skills development. 

Built upon Lexia’s research-proven, award-winning methodology, Core5 is the most comprehensive technology-
based reading skills program available.  The program aligns to rigorous reading standards. 

Lexia’s proprietary Assessment Without Testing® technology gathers performance data without stopping the flow of 
instruction to administer a test.  Teachers and administrators receive real-time reports on individual student 
progress towards mastery of skills, as well as student-specific action plans to provide intervention and improve 
performance on year-end assessments. 

Core5 Structure 

Lexia Reading Core5 consists of 18 levels for students in New Entrant to Year 6.  Each level has a visual theme in 
which the program content is presented (see table below). 

 
Activities within a Level 
 

Each level has 5 activities (except Level 1, which has 4 activities) for a total of 89 activities.  For in-depth 

information about the activities within a level, refer to the page numbers in the following table. 
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Level Theme        Year Level of Material See Page # 

1 A Picnic in the Woods New Entrant page 18 

2 A Day at the Beach Beginning Year 1 Skills page 24 

3 A Snow Day in the City Beg-Mid Year 1 Skills page 30 

4 The Amazon Rainforest Mid-End Year 1 Skills page 36 

5 The Scottish Cliffs End Year 1 Skills page 42 

6 A Day in Paris Beginning Year 2 Skills page 48 

7 The African Serengeti Beg-Mid Year 2 Skills page 54 

8 The South Pole Mid-End Year 2 Skills page 60 

9 The Egyptian Desert End Year 2 Skills page 66 

10 An English Garden Beginning Year 3 Skills page 72 

11 The Swiss Alps Mid Year 3 Skills page 78 

12 A Russian Circus End Year 3 Skills page 84 

13 The Indian Rainforest Beg-Mid Year 4 Skills page 90 

14 A Japanese Garden Mid-End Year 4 Skills page 96 

15 The Great Barrier Reef Beg-Mid Year 5 Skills page 108 

16 A Hawaiian Paradise Mid-End Year 5 Skills page 108 

17 A Southwest Fiesta Beg-Mid Year 6 Skills page 114 

18 The Ancient Greek Countryside Mid-End Year 6 Skills page 120 



Units within an Activity 
 

Each activity is marked with a “badge” that corresponds to the area of reading it teaches: Phonological Awareness, 
Phonics, Structural Analysis, Fluency, Vocabulary, or Comprehension. 

Each activity has a number of units (ranging from 6-20 units).  A unit may cover a specific sub-skill of the reading 
skill covered in the activity.  Units will increase in difficulty as the student works through the activity and encounters 
more complex tasks and/or content. 

To pace a student through a level, a certain number of units from each activity must be completed before the 
student can progress to the second set of units.  In some activities, the second set of units presents a different skill 
and/or task.  This pacing ensures that students work equally in all activities. When the student finishes the first half 
of each activity, the student will hear “Great job! Let’s explore more!” and the second set of units will open for the 
student. 

For example, Level 6 Building Words has 12 units in total, but the student can only complete the first 8 units; the 
remaining 4 units are “locked” until he finishes the first set of units in the other activities (see image below). 
Categorizing Words 1 is disabled because the student has completed the first set of units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 6 Activity Selection Screen 

 

3-Step Instructional Branching 

In each unit, a student must demonstrate proficiency in order to progress to the next unit.  When a student makes 
mistakes, the program provides scaffolded support and instruction on that specific skill or task.  Because only 
struggling students receive explicit instruction, students who master skills can quickly move through units and onto 
more advanced skills.  This 3-Step instructional branching ensures personalised learning and instruction for every 
student. 

1. The Standard Step is the independent, at-year level task. 

The student must demonstrate at least 90% accuracy in this step in order to move on to the next unit. 

2. The Guided Practice Step simplifies the task to allow the student to focus on the skill. 

Scaffolds or modifications in this step may include removing choices, simplifying visual components, adjusting the 
complexity of language, changing the presentation of the task, or providing embedded support. 

3. The Instruction Step explicitly teaches the skill and then further scaffolds the task.   When the student 
successfully completes this step, the student progresses to the Standard Step. 

If the student branches to the Instruction Step more than once, the apple in the lower-left hand side of the screen 
turns red and the student is flagged as “struggling” in myLexia.com.  The teacher is notified to intervene with 
Lexia Lessons, which are teacher-led scripted lessons designed as extensions of the Instruction Step.  For more 
information, see page 14. 
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